
OLD INJURY—NEW ACCIDENT
On occasion, clients call us with this kind of question:“I was in
an accident yesterday and hurt my neck. I already suffer neck
pain from an accident several years ago. Can I even report this
new injury to the insurance company and my doctor?”

Many live with injuries and illnesses ranging from healed broken
bones to long-term arthritis pain. But when they suffer new
injuries in auto or other accidents that worsen their preexisting
conditions, they should report them. For one thing, the medical
profession recognizes that new accidents can worsen many
orthopedic and neurological injuries. For another, legal cases
acknowledge that an at-fault driver may be held accountable for
exacerbating an older injury, and that such injuries are
compensable.

However, proving an accident worsened an existing injury may
be challenging, and various state laws figure into assigning
accountability to drivers who may be at fault. If you suspect an
injury has been aggravated by an accident, seek legal counsel.

Jones, Clifford, Johnson, Dehner, Wong,
Morrison, Sheppard & Bell, LLP

I’VE NEVER FILED A PERSONAL
INJURY LAWSUIT
WHAT SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT TIMING?

No one really wants to file a lawsuit, but sometimes it is the
only recourse if you’ve been injured due to someone else’s
negligence. However, anyone who is seriously injured and
considering filing a personal injury lawsuit should understand
the implications of timing.

Although an injured person may have up to two years to file a
personal injury action, it’s usually good to contact an attorney
right away. Memories are fresh. Evidence and witnesses are
available.A plaintiff ’s attorney can promptly document the
extent of an injury and assess insurance policy coverages.
Legal actions usually have time limits, called “statutes of
limitations.” These vary by type of injury. Cases alleging harm
suffered as a result of medical malpractice, government
negligence, or premises liability may have different filing
deadlines.

Finally, physical or psychological injuries may sometimes
appear weeks or months after an accident or assault occurs.
The earlier an attorney can document potential causes, the
better the plaintiff ’s case may be.
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PERSONAL INJURY DAMAGES
Our firm helps those harmed by others’ negligence
recover losses from auto accidents, on-the-job injuries,
unsafe products and other situations.

When a victim is injured by another’s negligence, a jury
or judge can award several kinds of damages and costs:

COMPENSATORY DAMAGES
Following harm, those empowered can recommend two
kinds of monetary recompense to make a person or
property “whole” again.

Actual damages awards cover economic loss for which
receipts can be produced.These may include expenses
for medical and hospital care, salary or wages lost from
missing work, nursing or household support needed for
recuperation, rental cars, and repairs to damaged
property.

General damages relate to noneconomic harms.A judge
or jury may award these damages for injuries that are
harder to calculate or estimate, such as values for pain
and suffering, disfigurement, loss of sexual or companion
consortium, anticipated medical expenses and recovery
costs, future lost wages, and potential employment
opportunities.

PUNITIVE DAMAGES
In addition to prescribing actual or general
compensatory damages, a jury may also award punitive
damages to rebuke a defendant for behavior that is
highly negligent or even intentional. Jurors add punitive
damages to prevent others from repeating harmful
behavior.

NOMINAL DAMAGES
These are small monetary awards a judge or jury may
occasionally grant to acknowledge that although a
plaintiff has been injured, evidence proving it was weak.

COURT COSTS
Plaintiffs can sometimes recover costs to acquire trial
transcripts, file cases, obtain depositions, pay process
servers, and to cover other court actions.

ATTORNEY’S FEES
Plaintiffs do not usually recover these costs.



100 Van Ness Avenue, 19th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94102
Toll-Free: 888.625.2251

Check out our 
Web site: 

www.JonesClifford.com

Jones, Clifford, Johnson, Dehner,Wong, Morrison,
Sheppard & Bell, LLP, is one of the premier firms in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, providing a broad range 
of legal services. We are a “full service” firm that can
simultaneously assist you in your personal injury case
and workers’ compensation claim.

In case of injuries caused by the negligence or inten-
tional acts of others, we recommend the earliest pos-
sible contact with an attorney in our firm specializing in
these fields. Because of our over 40-year commitment
to people injured on or off the job, we will gladly
answer, without charge, any preliminary inquiry that
you may have regarding personal injury or workers’
compensation issues.

Small enough to treat your case personally, but big enough to represent your rights aggressively.

  

DRIVE DEFENSIVELY

TAKE THE TEST—
1. At intersections with four-way stops, 
which vehicle should proceed last?
A. The vehicle making a left or right turn.
B. The vehicle that reaches the intersection last.
C. The vehicle that is farthest out in the intersection.

2. There’s a flashing red signal at an intersection. It means:
A. Stop and wait for the light to stop flashing, then proceed.
B. Stop. Yield to all traffic before crossing the intersection.
C. Slow down and cross the intersection carefully.

3. If a semi truck flashes headlights to 
pass you, what should you do?
A. Increase your speed.
B. Signal and pull to the side of the road.
C. Keep to the right lane and slow down safely

to reduce the time the truck needs to pass.

4. What will cause a car or truck to skid?
A. Too much weight on the front end.
B. Making too sharp of a turn.
C. Accelerating too quickly.

5. You approach a stopped school bus with 
flashing red lights. What should you do?
A. Stop only if approaching the bus from the front.
B. Stop when approaching the school bus from any direction.
C. Slow down and pass the school bus if no children are present.

6. When merging onto a high-speed expressway, you should drive:
A. Five to ten miles per hour more slowly than expressway traffic.
B. At or near the same speed as expressway traffic.
C. Speed up as much as you need to enter the expressway.

7. The optimum way to keep from sliding on wet or 
snowy roads is:
A. Steer around puddles or icy spots.
B. Hit the brakes firmly to avoid sliding or skidding.
C. Slow down.

8. You hit your brakes while driving 65 miles per hour. How many feet
will you travel each second before you come to a complete stop?
A. 65 feet
B. 96 feet
C. 124 feet

9. What does this sign mean? ➜
A. Trucks not permitted on this road.
B. There is a hill ahead.
C. Trucks may not pass.

10. What should you do if an ambulance or a fire, police,
or other authorized emergency vehicle behind you displays flashing
colored lights and sounds a siren?
A. Signal and safely pull to the right edge of the road and stop. 
B. Wait until the emergency vehicle goes by. 
C. Signal and carefully pull back into traffic.

Answers:1 B; 2 B; 3 C; 4 B; 5 B; 6 B; 7 C; 8 B; 9 B; 10 A, B, and C are all correct.

Have everyone in your family test their safe-driving knowledge. Motor vehicle
testing agencies throughout the nation typically ask these kinds of questions.

Answers are at the bottom of the test.
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